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Preface 


“This was one of my intentions in writing to you and 
those who resemble you in this matter, to inform in it about 
the error of the thought of this belief. For this disciple 
believed in the Sefirot and he had nothing of their 
knowledge except for the Name of each Sefirah, without 
the drawing of a matter at all”. 


The secrets of Kabbalah have to be strictly guarded: 
“Moreover, whoever truly knows this is compelled never to 
recall it either in writing or by mouth to the one 
philosophizing with the vanities of the philosophical 
thought”. 


The one who is practicing kabbalistic ceremonies, calling 
the Names related to the Sefirot, and doing all that sort of 
magical work only lives in the illusion, for he has no real 
grasp of that is beyond the Names: “For he includes them 
while recalling or in an imagined thought, until that Sefirah 
will act on his prayer, to listen to his voice, up to the point 
that, if he wishes to grow wiser, he will go south; and if it is 
to be richer, he will go north, as the metaphor of the one 
who calls either one, two, or more men by names that are 
not their names. And it seems clear to him that they will 
answer”; “The one who prays for one of the Sefirof, or 
even two or more, few of them or all of them together, 
without knowing their intellectual or kabbalistic matter in a 
drawing of the Jorah as it is appropriate — as we might 
say, “The compassionate desires the heart” — is for me 
worse than a foolish idolater, for the custom of his fathers is 
in his hands”, 


Abulafia explains the secrets of the letters and the Sefirot, 
and the proper way to adhere to them. 


f 
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The refining pot is for silver, and the 
furnace for gold 
“The refining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold; 
but the Lord tries the hearts ( }M3) ANI? 7991 9022 INN 
myn? m2)” (Proverbs 17:3). 


(W) Two tablets of stones 
are written, 

(9) Drawing in the shape 
of the Cherubim. 

(1) And the living creatures 
respond with letters. 

(&) The truth is with them 
and by heart they bring 
good 

(9) Their tongues without 
tongue fight. 


(Q) Combined with the 
heart, the Wheel of skies, 

(nN) The Rock prepared 
them to give them answers 

(1) Their hints are written 
with seals. 

(2) With pen and season 
for the sages’ of the 
Yeshivot (religious schools). 

(X) But the Lord _ tries 


them. The grace of the 
hearts is in Him 


[N.B.: The initial letters spell out the words ‘Samuel the 


great’.] 


The secret of _ the 


[=] ‘That — considers’ 


impregnation revealed ‘the (7’M12W) the hearts and the 
kidneys. 


calculation’ (72WN = 366) 
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The yolk is a navel for the [=] ‘In order to consider’ 
line of ‘the white of the egg’ (j’"M2%) the abode of the 
(29n = 96) living creatures in .the 

vessel. 


The imagination of the [=] ‘With Nun’ (7922) did 
speech is in the midst of the he amaze the twenty-two 
‘wise’ (712 = 108) heart. letters. 


“A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, 
and loving favor rather than silver and gold ( DY NI} 
ab 1M ADIN 9OIN 21 TWN)” (Proverbs 22:1). 


As a thorn So is a parable 


That comes In the mouth 
Of fools 
| (Proverbs 26:9) 


Into the hand 
| Of a drunkard 


(Here it is missing — so it is written in the manuscript, and 
I think that not much is missing.) 


In the wisdom of the Kabbalah, with the person denying 
its truth and thinking according to his great foolishness that, 
by recalling the ten Sefirot without essence with the Names 
that are unique for each Sefirah alone without any drawing 
in himself, he has the complete knowledge. For this is the 
kabbalistic and threefold Kabbalah for him, which is up to 
Rabbina and Rabbi Ashi; and from them, it is up to the one 
of blessed memory, our holy Rabbi; and from him, it is up 
to the prophets, up to Moses our Rabbi, up to Abraham 
our father of blessed memory, up to Noah, and up to the 
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first man who received from the mouth of Gevurah 
(Power) each Sefirah. 


We heard about the complete order from the mouth of 
his recalled disciple. But I think that it is possible that he 
delivered him a few ways concerning their Names, but 
nevertheless, he concealed from him that which was 
worthy of being concealed as any complete sage and 
kabbalist is forced [to do] with their Names, the order of 
their being, and the drawing of that which can be known 
by the whole person, one when they are delivered to him 
— to the one who is below him. And this is in order to raise 
him with their knowledge from one rung to another. But it 
is not appropriate for the one who receives from the mouth 
of the whole one to take pride in knowing the Sefirot 
before the mass of the people, unless his intention is to 
deliver [them] to those who are ready, prepared, worthy, 
and decent to receive them, for the fool will think that they 
drive away from the truth. If the one who takes. pride in 
them wishes the people to think that he is wise in a unique 
wisdom for him, and that wisdom for them is either 
foolishness or a complete refute, how can a sage and a fool 
[share] it? It seems to me from the recalled disciple, who is 
a kabbalist according to his knowledge concerning the 
essence of the Sefirot and the root of the secret of the 
impregnation, that it is appropriate to say about him when 
he takes pride in this either before those who are greater 
than him or before the mass of the people, by the way of a 
special metaphor: “A vessel which has one coin in it makes 
a lot of noise” (Baba Metzia 85). And I have hinted at this 
by saying above ‘thistles’ (NIN = 22), for the number of 
these twenty-two letters is as the sum of [=] ‘thistles’. And 
this is a hint at that which was said by Job: “Let ‘thistles’ 
grow instead of [=] ‘wheat’ (N”on)” (Job 31:40). For this 
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is Kaf”Bet (22) and that is Kaf’Bet And likewise, they are 
both complete in the uttering. A complete ‘wheat’ (n”0N) 
is Chet Tet He (8"N NO NN = 823); their number is [=] 
‘letters’ (NTN). And likewisem a complete ‘thistle’ is 
Chet Waw Chet (nn 1 nN = 828), and the number is 
[=] ‘the letters’ (N’VYMINN). From this wonderful and 
kabalistic secret, the whole ones will know the secret of the 
matter of man and the secret of his shape according to the 
way of the secret of the impregnation in the existence of 
the wheat or the thistles. For such is the existence of the 
human beings; either one thing or another go out from the 
seed. The food of man is ‘wheat’ and the food of the ass is 
‘thistles’ and nettles. When man is not complete, his food is 
also thorn and thistles, and the herb of the field. And this is 
from one end to another and from one generation to 
another. The hint at the seed is ‘kidney/fat of wheat’ 
(non 1/59 = 488), which is [=] ‘an opening’ (N”’Nd) 
for the existence of birth. In this secret, “Sin couches at the 
door” (Genesis 4:7). And the Tree of Knowledge from 
which Eve fed Adam with was truly wheat, and the other 
opinions are for concealing. The hint revealing this is made 
clear [from] their saying: “The heart understands the 
counseling kidneys, and the shape of the kidney is as the 
shape of the grain of wheat”. It is also revealed from the 
name ‘tree’ (p”Y = 160), which is derived from ‘counsel’ 
(AY) and the right kidney from which the Gevurah 
descends and spreads to the right shin. Its unique Name for 
its Sefirah is Netzach (N"%), Victory, Eternity = 148), and 
its complete secret is Nun Tzaddi Chet (n’n "TN 7/01 = 
618), for it ‘directs the judgment’ [=] (7/7 N”NY1)) of its 
friend whose unique Name is Hod (Splendor, 1”1n = 15). 
And its complete secret is He Waw Dalet (n't V1 8’ = 
452), and it is [=] ‘the sign of the newborn’ (1910 NN) 


+3 
\ 
( 

ie 
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according to way of honor and strength. From there, the 
abundance of birth descends and spreads to the left shin in 
the Creation of the matter, for the woman is taken from the 
left rib. Therefore, those of blessed memory said: “Because 
the woman is created, Safan is created with her, for his 
abode is in the north”. Therefore, Job further said: “And 
noisome weeds instead of barley (N"WNA A YW = 883)” 
(Job 34:40). For their secret is [=] ‘the evil inclination in 
the woman’ (N”"WRa YIN 1”N). “The words of Job are 
ended” (ibid.). 


The judgment decrees that the first, the second, and the 
third Sefirah should be counted according to the order of 
the master [Abraham] of the Book of Formation, for he is 
the one who informed us about the thirty-two paths of 
wonders of wisdom, which are ten Sefirot without essence 
and the twenty-two foundation letters. [He explained] 
everything — the what, the how, and the why - in order to 
ask [questions] with them and answer with them those who 
have prudence. Yesod (foundation) was recalled with {the 
word] Blimah (without essence), for the foundation is in the 
word according to the way of “The counsel of the Lord is 
with them that fear Him, and His covenant, to make ‘them 
know it (D"p~"TIN = 165)” (Psalm 25:14) — [=] ‘the 
foundation of a word’ (NN 707), in Gemattia. 
Likewise, ‘Sefirot without essence’ (N72 NPA = 
843) is in Gematria [=] ‘the end of circumcision’ ( 9/0 
nn 172), and the hint at ‘end’ (q’"0 = 146) is [=] 
‘Wisdom and Intellect’? (N12) A”NDN), which are two 
Sefirot that are drawn from the Superior Crown. And in 
general about all, “He binds the streams that they do not 
trickle (W”an NII 9”D2N = 1043)” (Job 28:11). And 
their secret is [=] ‘Yud were crowned with thought’ ( ” 
n’awnna NII), and this is the Name of Yud”Bet (12) 
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letters. And this is the true secret of the Palaces, in the 
likeness of the descent of the drop of crying that is called 
‘weeping’ (y"Nt = 114) from the last rib of the eye in the 
beginning. For it is [=] ‘knowledge’ (y”1n) that abounds 
from the ‘heart’ (2% = 32), whose secret is [=] ‘crying’ 
(093). Behold, when the ‘thought’ (N”2wnN = 355) [=] 
‘tejoices’ (NNW), and the spleen is laughing, the eye 
weeps, and this is the beginning of the combination of the 
Middot with something. Its opposite is that crying is born 
from a pain about an essence/object. And from the 
laughter, which is its opposite, it will be born by accident. 


Concerning the master of the Sefirot who does not know 
his matter, shape, Nefesh, intellect, the Sefirah of each of 
them, the Midda of each thing, and their powers, actions, 
and correct order before he enters and considers the divine 
Sefirot, how can he not be ashamed to think that he knows 
to Whom he prays? And all the more so to think that all his 
prayers will be accepted? Behold, the Book of Brightness 
testifies that the one who knows the Names appropriately is 
the one whose prayers are accepted. Concerning the one 
who did not receive the secrets of the Book of Formation 
and the truth of its ways, how can he know the Sefirot 
(nyVaD = 756), whose secret is [=] ‘thoughts’ 
(n’avNN)? For they are [=] ‘crowns for us’ ( 0”7N5 
119), and they are ‘God’ (DIX = 86) as the sum of [=] 
‘us’ (19). For they are truly our God, as the matter of the 
three Sefirot of the Nefesh, which are called by the Name 
of God and are the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob. And each Name of them includes 
ten Sefirot, for their secret is ‘one hundred’ (n”’R = 46), 
and the three of them are ‘three hundreds’ (NINN Vw 
= 1077). And they are [=] ‘three mothers’ (NNN WY) 
from which the three fathers stemmed out, as it is written in 
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the Book of Formation. This is the secret of “And I 
appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, as 
God Almighty” (Exodus 6:3). “As God”, for His secret is 
Shin ('%) and ‘it is enough’ (77) for the intellectuals to see 
but not to know. By saying, “‘And I appeared’ (X""1N) = 
208)” (ibid.), since it includes eight Names, you should 
sum them up with “As God Almighty’ 0"Tw 9’x2 = 347)” 
(ibid.). And you will see in them the thoughts of God 
Almighty, as well as the thoughts of the Lord, which are the 
Sefirot. The hint in them is: “How ‘manifold’ (121 = 208) 
are Your works, O Lord” (Psalm 104:24); “Your thoughts 
are very ‘deep’ (1"pny = 216)” (Psalm 92:6). And behold, 
‘how’ ("MN = 45) is [=] ‘very’ (7"NN). It is [=] ‘man’ 
(OTN), and the rest is known. Concerning the saying, “But 
by My Name YHWA'I made Me not known to them” 
(Exodus 6:3), its kabalistic secret for us about ‘I made Me 
not known to them’ (0’N> o"nyTi2 NY = 646) is 
combined as in [=] ‘not known to kill them’ ( y"T17. N”% 
nnn). For He is also the Midda of Judgmentt, but He is 
known to revive, for He is [also] the Midda of Compassion. 
The proof of this is that which He said to Abraham: “I am 
the Lord that brought you out of Ur of the Chaldees” 
(Genesis 15:7). For that is the natural source of fire that 
kills — i.e. | have saved you from death, as the matter of “I 
am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, etc.” (Exodus 20:2). Heaven forbids that the fathers 
did not know the Name from any side, but that which was 
not revealed to the fathers was revealed to Moses in it, for 
the need of the ten Plagues that invert [the Wheel] from the 
Midda of Compassion to the Midda of Judgment, as the 
matter of the inversion of Sodom and Gomorrah. As it was 
said, “Then the Lord caused to rain upon Sodom and 
upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of 
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heaven” (Genesis 19:24). Behold, the Name ‘God 
Almighty’ ("Tw 9X = 345) is the Name of the Midda of 
Compassion, and the secret is that He has compassion for 
the [=] ‘poor man’ (91 WX). And He blessed him until 
He abounded him with His good. This is what was said 
about a man who is called poor, miserable, pitiable, 
indigent, needy, and impecunious. And the proof is: 
“Happy is he that considers ‘the poor’ (91 9X = 65), the 
Lord will deliver him in the day of evil” (Psalm 41:2), And 
the secret of ‘the poor’ (9%T 59”X) is also [=] Adonay 
(“97N), and its matter is: “Happy is he that learns the 
Name by the power of his intellect”. All these Names have 
an eminent matter for which the intellect is called by their 
[Name], and they are synonyms. Being this so, the fathers 
cleaved to the divine Middot which are Gedulah, 
Gevurah, and Tiferet. And their unique Names are ‘Grace, 
fear, truth’ (N’MX TN TON = 605). Behold, they truly 
knew the secret of the Sefirotand received powers from the 
Lord according to them, until His Name was made unique 
and always excelled over them. 


The one who knows the secret of the first foods and their 
potentials and actions will know from them the essence of 
his self that feeds, and the essence of the feeding potential, 
whose powers, according to its actions, are seven against 
the seven Sefirot delegated from it. The secret of ‘the 
feeding’ (jt = 62) is as the secret of [=] ‘the intellect’ 
(n”12n). And therefore, the Name of Zain (jt = 67) [a 
pun with Z = 7] is the Name of [=] ‘intellect’ (0272). 
Concerning the wisdom and the intellect, their combination 
together is as the combination of the power that feels with 
the power that grows in the living being. The combination 
of the thought, the wisdom, and the intellect is as the 
combination of the power of speech with the power of the 
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living and the vegetative. Therefore, it is appropriate to 
know that these first three Sefirot procreated, abounded, 
and delegated the first three potentials that lead this body, 
which is combined from the four elements, for it is built in 
its generality as one and unique building together. 


The potentials recalled in the things will be combined in 
it, and they will be separated in it in the things according to 
the existence of the external and the internal organs that 
are revealed and concealed. The three potentials together 
are on one side, one ‘power’ (N”) = 28) alone; and on 
another side, they are two; and on another side, they are 
three. Behold, AB”’G (4), which is the secret of Y7h”7z 
(pn) according to it being a head for the Name of 
Mem’Bet (42) Names, testifies about this, and its secret is 
Yud Sefirot (/YVN0 " = 766) according to the true 
Kabbalah. Behold, it is ‘the head’ (W”"N1N = 506) and it is 
[=] ‘a superior Name’ (77y 1) — ie. a Superior 
Crown. The secret of the Name is ‘the crown of the Joraf’ 
("IN "NI = 1231), for the secret of its number is [=] 
‘twenty-six’ (N7%WW) D” WY). And it is [=] ‘tied with the 
Holy Spirit’ (WTpPN 1/472 WW)?) in Gematria and in the 
matter truthfully. Therefore, its number further includes [=] 
‘the ten things’ (0”727N N/Wy), and in their sum for us 
in Kabbalah there is a clear testament, for ‘the Seffrotare in 
the Middof (n’\71n2 n’VH0N = 1213), and also [=] 
‘the Middot are in the Sefirof (n’/"V902 NTN). 
Therefore the secret of the Unique Name is [=] ‘in the 
likeness of the Sefirof (n’7740N N’N'T3). And its Middot 
are [=] ‘in the Middot of the Sefirof (n’Yva0N N72), 
for they are worth nothing in return — neither a stroke, nor 
a cure. You should know how A‘®B’G’Y’Th’Tz’ 
(p’r’"7’2’%) includes ten Sefirot and it is because you 
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should know that the letter Tzaddi (’p) equals nine 
hundred. and the secret of their number is [=] ‘a Name’ 
(0°), for the closed Mem ('0) equals six hundred. Sum 
up the count of ABGY’ThA (N’74N = 416) that is left with 
‘Name’ (0% = 900) that comes instead of [=] Tzaddi 
(‘p), and you will find the number of ‘ YW”Th of the Name’ 
(py n’s> = 756), and its number is [=] ‘my Names’ 
Q’minw), which are [=] Sefirot (NNN) in Gematria. 
You should further know that they are the ten letters of the 
honorable and dreadful Name, which is A’B’G’Y’Th’Tz’, 
counted in the beginning as separated one by one; and 
then, as combined two by two; and then, as combined 
three by three. And then, they are counted summed up 
together, and they are one word, one Name. This is the 
way of the movement of this divine and wonderful, 
kabalistic and complete order in the Name. 


A’B’G'Y’ Th’ Tz’ 
AB’ GY’ Th’T2’ 
ABGYTh Te’ 
” YYIR 
yn ") Yr 
YIN VIR 


The one who achieves the knowledge of the Lord 
truthfully according to Kabbalah will achieve that this rule is 
a rule informing that these Names change in their shapes 
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from six letters in the secret of Yud, which is ‘the head’ 
(w”R1N = 506). It was written about the secret of the 
Chariot: “When they went, they went on their four sides; 
they did not turn as they went” (Ezekiel 10:11). Behold, 
there are four faces for the one, and the number of all them 
is ‘heavy’ (1’29 = 26). For, behold, this will show the 
matter of the river that went out of Eden, about which it 
was said: “And from there it was parted, ‘and became’ 
(nM = 26) four heads” (Genesis 2:10). Concerning each 
head, its secret is [=] Waw”Kaf ("7"), which is the secret of 
the Name. And all four return to one Name, and the secret 
of Waw’Kaf (7) = 606) is [=] ‘the minister’ ("W) of the 
world that includes the ten Sefrot The order of the Sefirot 
according to the Book of Formation is not according to the 
way of the days of the Jorah — first, second, and so on — 
but according to the way of one, two, three, four, and so 
on, up to ten. It is an order that concerns the A‘i/ut 
(Emanation), for each of the Sefirot is delegated in Adzifut 
and is separated by itself from the rest with ten [sub- 
Sefirof|. But the building is completed with ten Sefirof, and 
the resemblance of their existence is the resemblance of the 
RM”Ch (248) organs of man from which the entire building 
of the body is build. And each one of them is unique for 
itself, and with all of them the building of the body is 
completed. If one of them is lacking from an animal, it is 
not appropriate for a sacrifice; and if [it is lacking] from 
man, he is not worthy to make a sacrifice, for he is invalid. 
The priest that sacrifices is Cohen; and he is Levi; and he is 
Israel. And the three virtues separated from the rest of the 
nations gather in him, and they are as one thing in him in 
the likeness of the power of speech. For he is Cohen, and 
the living that is for him is a Levi; and the 
growing/vegetative is for him Israel, and the rest of the 
nations is inanimate for them. Therefore, they make for 
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themselves gods of silver and gods of gold, for these are 
the powers of the inanimate. 


Behold, the secret of ‘silver and gold’ (a’t) 9”02 = 
180} is [=] ‘the end of the lie’ (a”t3n q/Nd), and it is 
wishful and loved by those who serve it — an opposite 
from that which the Lord ordered us in the Torah 
concerning the abode in the matter of “That they take for 
Me an offering” (Exodus 25:2), by saying: “And this is the 
offering which you shall take of them: Gold, and silver, and 
brass” (Exodus 25:3). It is the requital for the opposite of 
the potential of the Tree, which is an opposite in its 
creation. The spiritual abundance tries to save this from the 
light, which is the power of fire. And therefore, it was said: 
“He looks in through the windows, he peers through the 
lattice” (Song of Solomon 2:9). Therefore, the first to be 
proved was proved with food; the second with water — 
and he was saved due to the Tree; the third with life; and 
the fourth with speech. The first and the last did not prove 
themselves, and they are Adam and Moses. Adam erred 
with the Tree, and Moses erred with the rod for changing 
the speech with it. It was already hinted in Marah by 
saying: “And the Lord showed him a tree, and he cast it 
into the waters, and the waters were made sweet. There He 
made for them a statute and an ordinance, and there He 
proved them” (Exodus 15:25). Adam was from earth and 
Moshe was from water. The food of the Tree is ‘water and 
earth’ (1"oy1 DN = 446), in the secret of the first river 
whose Name is [=] Pi Shon (]/W 79), for their secret is 
[=] ‘death’ (NIN). For it is [=] ‘a snare’ (w’"71N), and its 
beginning is [=] ‘nettles’ (w”N/?). The second and the 
third proved themselves, and they are Noah and Abraham. 
Noah made “An Ark of gopher trees” (Genesis 6:14), and 
he was saved from the water. And Abraham was saved 
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from the fire, and he was proved with everything, as the 
matter of that which was said there: “Behold, the fire and 
the wood; but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?” 
(Genesis 22:7). And it was written about it: “And offered 
him up for a burnt-offering in the stead of his son” 
(Genesis 22:13). Behold, he converted a speaking living 
being into an unspeaking living being, and he slaughtered 
it with a knife, with a growing thing. And it is the feeding 
power, and its name is a sword, for it consumes, destroys, 
and converts one thing into another, which looses the 
natural shapes. 


These four are ‘the one’ (TNNN) who is the first man, and 
we are all imprinted in nature from his nature. We are 
signed with his seal, and no man will differ from another on 
this side. Behold, Adam is the father of every man on each 
side, for his wife is his rib, and every man is created from 
there. Adam was called sh Stam (DND WRX, a simple 
man), as the saying: “She shall be called Woman, because 
she was taken out of Man” (Genesis 2:23). And indeed, the 
secret of ‘this now’ (0”yON = 195) is [=] ‘the rib’ (yx) 
in its number. And therefore, he said: “This is naw bone of 
my bones, and flesh of my flesh, etc.” (ibid.). And the 
second one, who is Noah, his wife, was not taken from his 
rib, and she was not one thing with him but only in 
existence: “And shall cleave unto his wife, and they shall be 
one flesh” (Genesis 2:24). Therefore, not every man is the 
son of Noah on every side, for he is already combined. 
There is no proof without precept, telling the one being 
proved, “Do or do not do”. From this side, they differed 
from the human beings, but they did not differ from the 
nations, And Noah was called a righteous man. From this 
side, the sons of Noah will differ from each other and be 
divided into three kinds, in the likeness of Shem, Cham, 
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and Yefet, who were righteous, wicked, and mediocre — 
even though the three of them were the sons of a righteous 
and perfect man. When he planted a vineyard, he, was 
called a man of earth. The third one.is Abraham, our father 
of blessed memory. Every Jew is sealed with his seal, 
which is the letter of the holy covenant with the revelation 
of the crown of the word, removing the power of the 
foreskin of the heart and the foreskin of flesh from us, and 
separating between the sons of Noah, the sons of Adam, 
and us. We are the sons of Abraham, who is called a 
prophet according to the Divine Presence that told 
Avimelech: “Therefore restore the man’s wife, for he is a 
prophet, etc.” (Genesis 20:7). And it is known that, if one 
circumcises and does not uncover, it is as if he did not 
circumcise. This is a great secret of circumcision, and the 
hint at the generality of the two of them is known ‘in 
advance’ (y'"9N9 = 420) and not thereafter. The fourth 
one is Moses, our Rabbi of blessed memory, and 
concerning anyone who has the Hebrew of Jewish Torah 
[as his language], his tongue is sealed with his seal, which 
is carved on his heart that is circumcised with either a knife, 
a flint, or both together. ‘Knives of flint’ is a second word, 
as the Lord revealed Joshua by saying to him: “Make you 
knives of flint, and circumcise again the children of Israel 
the second time” (Joshua 5:2). And Moses was called a 
humble man and also a man of God, after the matter of 
“And speak you unto the rock, etc.” (Numbers 20:8). And 
with these shapes, we will be further separated — all of us, 
the children of Israel — from each other in three first kinds. 
For the Cohen differs from the Levi with him being a Levi, 
and the Levi from Israel with him being Israel, and Israel 
from each other in the 7orah, the precepts, and the works 
— not in the relations. But the Jew differs in relation from 
the son of Noah, and the son of Noah from the son of 
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Adam. And the son of Adam differs from any unspeaking 
living being of the kind; and the living being from the 
vegetative in type and kind according to their value; and 
the vegetative from the inanimate in nature; and the 
inanimate from the elements in the root. And each element 
[differs] from its friend in its first shape. Indeed, the 
accidents will be achieved by all these recalled ones from 
sides that are known to each one of them. 


According to this way, it became known that all the 
inferior ones are bonded with the superior ones and the 
superior ones [are bonded] with the most superior ones. 
Each superior one is bonded and depends on its 
superiority and the superiority of its superior, until the thing 
reaches the ten Seffrot and the twenty-two superior letters 
of the interior of interiority above the four living creatures, 
which are the divine Middot. And all is bonded to the arm 
of His strength — blessed and excelled be He ~ as an 
amulet in the hand of a hero. This way hinted in the 
generality of my words should be entirely bonded with one 
bond, and the planting should be chopped off. Those who 
deny this essence do not know the truth of the renewal of 
the world, but they think about it as being primordial. They 
said: “If it so, behold, the inferior ones in their details are 
not kept. And whatever any of us does is for himself, and 
there is no difference between the details of humankind 
and the details of the other kinds that do not speak”. “Far 
be it from God, that He should do wickedness, and from 
the Almighty, that He should commit iniquity” (Job 34:10) 
~ think of this heresy against God and His complete and 
straight Middot. The one who suspects that it is not right 
should whip his body, and about the one who believes this, 
“The Lord will not be willing to pardon him” 
(Deuteronomy 29:19). Indeed, the complete belief is that it 
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is appropriate to believe and know that the Sefirot are. the 
beginning of everything that was created by the Lord — 
might He be excelled — and that the Unique Name that 
includes all of them as one is honor according to the words 
of all the prophets of blessed memory. 


Indeed, the essence of the achievement of the Sefirot by 
man is according to the Names that are bonded through 
the known Explicit Name of four holy letters [AHWY]. On 
one side, it is A’A‘A’ (’8’X’) and on another it is Y’Y’Y’ 
(7), and the generality of its letters is the four letters of 
concealment that exist in writing, in uttering, and in 
thought, to order with them their three matters that are 
drawn through a writer’s pen outside the writer’s body. 
They are seen by the eyes and drawn by the speaking 
tongue, which is in the likeness of a writer’s pen, as it was 
said: “My tongue is the pen of ready writer” (Psalm 45:2). 
And they are heard by the ears. Indeed, those seen by the 
eyes do not equal those heard by the ears, and they are 
not of one kind. They are drawn also in the heart of the 
thought and they are not from the recalled kind. Therefore, 
we know that those abounded on the interior of the 
thinking Nefesh are not from the kind of those thought in 
the thinking heart, for these three kinds are human, and 
that which is delegated and abounded on the learning 
power is a divine matter. There is neither value, nor 
likeness, nor measure between it and the others, for it 
abounds us separately. Some of these are bodies, such as 
those that are all written, and some of them are potentials 
in the bodies, such as those that are uttered. And some of 
them are potentials in the spirits in the likeness of all those 
that are thought. My saying about the letters AHW”Y is the 
judgment for all, but the number of these determines the 
existence of all of them. Therefore, their true secret is 
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‘heavy’ (1’29 = 26). And when you combine both of 
them, their secret will be ‘star’ ("919 = 48), And behold, 
[you have] [=] ‘brain’ (NN), and its Name is a [=] ‘high 
heart’ (722 2%). And it is [=] ‘the great’ (912) secret 
of the great Name. From this way, man will know himself 
and recognize through it his Master and His Middot which 
are His titles — blessed be He. And he will achieve His 
leadership of the world and learn about His particular 
keeping of the details of humankind, and he will neither 
deny the essences of the belief, nor suffer that which he 
was compelled to know from the side of the Torah and the 
precepts, And his imagination will not push him away from 
the truth, as it happened to the recalled man that is referred 
to as the kabbalist disciple by the recalled Rabbi. 


This was one of my intentions in writing to you and those 
who resemble you in this matter, to inform in it about the 
error of the thought of this belief. For this disciple believed 
in the Sefirot, and he had nothing of their knowledge 
except for the Name of each Sefirah, without the drawing 
of a matter at all. He is for me in the likeness of that which 
was recalled by the holy Rabbi [Maimonides], the man of 
God of blessed memory in the Guide [for Perplexed], Part 
1, Chapter 60, concerning the matter of the metaphors of 
the ship. For he said in the beginning of the chapter after 
three lines: “Assume that one man was confirmed that the 
ship exists, and he did not know whether this name 
pertained an essence/object or an accident, etc.”. And he 
said at the end of this excellent metaphor that reveals the 
nakedness of those who take pride in that which they did 
not achieve: “Indeed, concerning the formers that we have 
discussed metaphorically, each of them is farther from the 
drawing of the ship from the one behind him, up to the 
point that the first in our metaphor knows only the name”. 
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And my saying about this is that he knows only the names 
concerning the Sefirot, for I know that he does not know 
whether they are either essences/objects or accidents. If he 
says that they are essences/objects, this will be a denial of 
the essence, for it was already explained through a learned 
token and a kabalistic sign that God down not have ten 
essences/objects in Him, as [it seems] in the imagination of 
fools. For not even one number should be untied from 
Him, but only to show that He is not many and He is not 
combined from Names. And He is all the more so without 
a need for them. If he says that they are accidents, He — 
blessed be He — is not an essence/object that carries any 
accident in the world in any way, as it was interpreted 
through many intellectual and kabalistic tokens. Indeed, 
concerning the secret of the Sefirof, we have in them an 
intellectual and kabalistic knowledge that is wonderful and 
really very concealed. And it is worthy of being concealed 
from those who are not worthy of it among the complete 
sages of Israel in their thought of their belief — and it is all 
the more so appropriate to conceal it from those below 
them among the people of our nation. Moreover, whoever 
truly knows this is compelled never to recall it either in 
writing or by mouth to the one philosophizing with the 
vanities of the philosophical thought, for he is short-sighted 
and the Lord chopped the plantings of his power, so that 
nothing will be achieved from this way. For this was 
delivered only to the holy people in the Holy Writings and 
the Holy Language, for they are holy words that came from 
the Holy to holies. As our sages of blessed memory said, 
“The Name of Mem”Bet (42) letters is hollowed and 
sanctified”. The Lord further told us: “And you shall be 
unto Me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation” (Exodus 
19:6). And He said: “Sanctify yourselves” (Leviticus 20:7); 
and also, “And you shall be holy unto Me, for I the Lord 
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am holy” (Leviticus 20:26). And He said: “And let them 
make Me a sanctuary, that | may dwell among them” 
(Exodus 25:8). No other nation, except for our holy nation, 
has this, and blessed be the Lord for separating us from the 
nations. And the entire Torah is full of this. If so, how can 
anything from this be delivered to the one who is unholy? 
For even not all those who are sanctified are worthy for this 
holy Kabbalah, as it was said: “And Moses alone shall 
come near unto the Lord, but they shall not come near” 
(Exodus 24:2). And it was said: “And let the priests also, 
that come near to the Lord, sanctify themselves, lest the 
Lord break forth upon them” (Exodus 19:22), 


You should already know the words of the holy Rabbi of 
blessed memory, who said [something] in Chapter 47, Part 
3, concerning the holiness, the secret of filth and purity, 
and the combination of their Names. And he called 
holiness keeping the precepts and filth being their 
transgression, and he brought proof from the words of our 
Rabbis of blessed memory from the word Safa (N90, 
writer/book/number). Being this truly so, this will be 
revealed by the Urim and Tummim according to the 
knowledge of the prophets and sages that say: “Why was 
their Name Urim? Because they illuminate their words. 
And Tumim? Because they make their words perfect”. 
Their secret will be known from the garment, the 
breastplate of judgment, and the Names carved upon them 
in the matter of the combination of Yehudah ‘will rise’ 
(ny), for this matter was known from their saying, “ Yud 
from Yisaschar, Ayin from Shimon, Lamed from Levi, He 
from Yehudah”. Thus, all is ‘will rise’ (09, Yaaleh). This 
is truly the secret of the combination of the letters and that 
which the great Rabbi, our Rabbi Moshe Bar Nachman of 
blessed memory, said about it in the interpretation: “The 
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Torah is enough for any complete kabbalist” — with him 
saying in the head of his honorable book, “We still have in 
our hands a Aabbalah of truth, that the entire Torah is 
Names of the Lord — blessed be He”. He showed the way 
through the hint of “Beresh Yitb Ra El Him (87 11? WN12 
pn 5x)”, and he also gave their combinations and 


Gematriot of the Names. And the one who knows this way 
is the one worthy of being called a complete kabbalist. 


But concerning the one thinking that he is a complete 
kabbalist because of recalling the Names of the Lord and 
the Sefrot with his mouth alone, who knows no matter in 
affirmation or in negation and has no other achievement in 
them after this, who also thinks that there is nothing there 
besides that which he says with his mouth and is in his 
heart, this one and all those who resemble him are for me 
from the generality of those about which it was said: “You 
are close to their mouths and far from their kidneys” — and 
also from being complete for me, even if they pray all day 
long for the Name of a unique Sefirah or two. For he 
includes them while recalling or in an imagined thought, 
until that SefiraA will act on his prayer, to listen to his voice, 
up to the point that, if he wishes to grow wiser, he will go 
south; and if it is to be richer, he will go north, as the 
metaphor of the one who calls either one, two, or more 
men by names that are not their names. And it seems clear 
to him that they will answer. About someone such as this, it 
was said: “That Elijah mocked them, and said: ‘Cry aloud; 
for he is a god; either he is musing, or he is gone aside, or 
he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleeps, and must be 
awaken’ (1 Kings 18:27). Our sages of blessed memory 
said about this and those that resemble it from this kind of 
mocking: “Any mockery is prohibited except for the 
mockery of idolatry”. The one who prays for one of the 
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Sefirot, or even two or more, few of them or all of them 
together, without knowing their intellectual or kabbailistic 
matter in a drawing of the 7orah as it is appropriate — as 
we might say, “The compassionate desires the heart” — is 
for me worse than a foolish idolater, for the custom of his 
fathers is in his hands. For he enters under the generality of 
materialism, since he will not escape materialism or its 
matters. Behold, this one errs, and if he is a Rabbi he 
causes [others] to err. It was already known by us through 
a unique Aabbalah with an intellectual and prophetic 
drawing that the Sefirofare neither bodies nor potentials in 
the bodies, and that they are not angels. For the angels are 
created and the Sefirotare beings that are delegated from a 
delegating power, which is the First Cause to all — blessed 
and excelled be His Name. The delegation is continued up 
to each being of them, delegating and abounding 
abundance upon whoever is below it in virtue, order, and 
cause. There is no precedent of time, and all the more soa 
precedent of nature among the Sefirot, for time and nature 
are created matters, and the superior and divine 
abundance first abounded the intellects, which are 
separated from the matter. The intellect and the abundance 
abounded by the way of Emanation and Creation [over] 
creations that are enormous and wheel-like, which have 
matter, shape, Nefesh, and intellect. After them, all the 
inferior creations up to man today were created. This 
matter is a hint at the answer to your question, in which 
you asked me about the secret of the cleaving of each 
branch to its root and each spiritual thing to its Nefesh. And 
it is a general answer that requires its matters to be 
detailed, and this is its hint. 


Know that in the Book of Formation it was said: “Ten 
Sefirot without essence, the number of ten fingers, five 
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against five” (Book of Formation 1:2). And it was said in 
the Torah: “Two tablets of stone written with the finger of 
God” (Deuteronomy 9:10), And on them, there are ten 
things that are five against five. A/efis the existence of the 
Lord, and against it is a Waw, the lack of shape of man. 
Bet is the change of the Lord Master from His servants, 
who are acquired for Him. Zain is against it, which is the 
change of the woman, for she is acquired by her husband 
— by the one who does not possess her. This branch stems 
from the first root, and it is also the lack of existence, which 
is arranged from the essence. Gimel is the removal of the 
unique possession from its master, and it is that every man 
receives the unique man with whom he is written. And with 
him, he is sealed, and he carries him. And he is not 
delivered to him, so that he will carry him with him being 
in vain. Therefore, it was said about it: “For the Lord will 
not hold him guiltless that takes His Name in vain” 
(Exodus 20:6). And He revealed in it the punishment of the 
man who suffers it in vain, and He did not reveal in it His 
reward, but only in the hint of carrying alone — i.e. since 
He gave it, he has the power to carry it. It was not given to 
him in vain, unless the preclusion is from him. And then, it 
is appropriate for him to be punished. For the reward was 
already carved in him in nature, and the secret in it is that 
man grows wise in potential for it. And if he does not bring 
his intellect into action, behold, he carried that power in 
vain and there is no cleaning here. Nevertheless, the Mikra 
(verse) does not go out from its simple interpretation, and 
the simple interpretation is also a branch for this root and 
the roots before it. Chetis against it: “You shall not steal”. 
And it is also the removal of possession from its master, 
and it is a branch for the roots that preceded it. 
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These two Sefirot are middlemost for the right and the 
left. And because of this, the phylacteries were on the dull 
hand with the middle finger, and that is a thing that turns 
toward here and there. Therefore, this Sefirah is longer 
than the rest on both sides. The Priestly Blessing with the 
raising of the hands connects with a second [blessing] in 
size. The shape of ‘Yuds’ (0’'T)) = 70) [=] ‘and hands’ 
(0°71) is the shape of equality in the division of the 
fingers and their connection. And it either brings them 
closer or takes them farther, and so their inclinations, 
ascensions, and descents in their movements. The two 
palms in general are the scale of merit and the scale of 
defect, which are the Midda of Judgment and the Midda of 
Compassion in general. Because they are branches for the 
head in general, the priest raises them during the blessing, 
which triples by three holy Names that are their powers 
completing the three parts of man — which are the body, 
the Nefesh, and the intellect. The two hands share, for they 
have actions, and the tongue of the statute decides 
between them, for its abode is in the superior world. It 
raises the middle world above in order to receive from 
there the blessing, which is Aéiflut and the divine 
abundance. And behold, the branches receive and suckle 
from their roots in the physical, the spiritual, and the 
intellectual. The abundance is abounded from the internal 
to the middle one, and from the middle to the external 
one, and all is from this to that and from that to this — from 
the first to all, up to the last of all. 


Dalet is a confession about truth, about the secular that is 
secular and the holy that is holy, for the victory of the 
Judgment is from here, after the completion of the 
courthouse of three. And the two contestants are judged, 
and they say: “This is innocent and the other is guilty”. 
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And they discriminated between the holy and the secular. It 
is appropriate to endure, accept the judgment pleasantly, 
and give thanks for the truth. This way, it was said about 
the fourth one: “The luminaries were created in order to 
separate the day from the night and to rule”. Behold, they 
ordered about that which was made in one day: “And God 
divided the light from the darkness” (Genesis 1:4). 
Likewise, behold, the fourth separates between holiness 
and secularity and admits the truth in the secret of the 
Midda of day and the Midda of night. Tet is against it: 
“Neither shall you bear false witness against your 
neighbor” (Deuteronomy 5:16). This is also a warning not 
to convert truth into lie or to cause its lack, for it is a 
complete existence. And the lie has no existence, for it is a 
complete lack. If you convert and change this for that, you 
might cause the lack of that which exists and bring into 
existence that which is lacking. But this is prevented from 
nature, the intellect, and in Aabbalah, and you cannot 
overcome this. Concerning the Jew that thinks of himself as 
a Jew and is ascribed to the seed of Yehuda, which is from 
the seed of royalty, if he does not admit the truth, he has 
nothing in common with the tribe of Yehudah except for a 
name. Behold, ‘Yehudah’ (M717) is derived from 
‘admitting’ (710), and it is also combined. It is also not 
from the seed of Jacob whose Midda is truth, for it was 
said: “You will show faithfulness to Jacob” (Micah 7:20). It 
is the Midda of Splendor, which is the seal of the Lord — 
blessed be He — for it was said: “But the Lord God is the 
true God” (Jeremiah 10:10). And the one that did not say 
“Absolutely true” in Shacharit [a prayer] and “Truth and 
belief” in Aravit [another prayer] did not perform his duty 
in his prayer. Know that Chesed resembles the Midda of 
Shacharit, for the ‘pious one’ (Chasiad) is wise and 
righteous and includes two Middoft together — which are 
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the second, which is wisdom, and the tenth, which is 
‘Righteousness’ ("TR = 194). And about this, it was 
hinted: “‘By Myself’ ("2 = 12) have I sworn, said the 
Lord” (Genesis 22:16). And about this, it was said: 
“Abraham corrected the prayer of Shacharit, which is the 
Midda of Chesed’. For it was said: “Mercy to Abraham” 
(Micah 7:20). And it was said that Jacob corrected the 
prayer of Ararvit, which is the Midda of ‘truth’ (Emed. And 
the Divine Presence is in the west, and her Name is 
‘Righteousness’ (j)"T8, 7zedek = 194). And is the source 
of faith is there. For it was said: “And he believed in the 
Lord, and He counted it to him for righteousness” (Genesis 
15:6). And the hint at the two Middot of the two recalled 
fathers of blessed memory is: “To declare Your loving 
kindness in the morning, and Your faithfulness in the night 
seasons” (Psalm 92:3). 


The hints of the Writings at the prayers are: “And 
Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass” 
(Genesis 22:3); “And he lighted upon the place, and tarried 
there all night, because the sun was set” (Genesis 28:11). 
And about the Midda of Jacob, it was said: “And praise 
Your ‘glorious’ (7"N NON = 1101) Name” (1 Chronicles 
29:13). For its secret is [=] ‘four letters’ ( n”pa0N 
n/n). And when you calculate their separate self, 
which is a squared YH’W (vn? = 21), it will equal ‘truth’ 
(nx = 441). And behold, if so, each of the six edges, 
which are ‘six sides’ (1”1NO WY = 1087) whose secret is 


[=] ‘six rings’ (NyI0 WY), is the [=] ‘splendor — 


(NNN) of the Lord — blessed be He — for the Midda of 
Truth is the ‘sixth Sefraf’ (ww 140 = 1365). And it 
should be increased over [=] ‘a false thought’ ( n”2wnn 
rnp), and it is sealed by the Name of Truth. And 
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therefore, ‘YH/”W [was sealed] upon AM’SA' ( 9"y 1"? 
W"NN = 462) combined in each end. And the hint is: 
“That caused His ‘glorious’ (1”N7N4N = 1087) arm to.go 
at the right hand of Moses” (Isaiah 63:12). Behold, this is 
the branch for the first roots. He is the order of the branch 
[stemming] from the roots from which it was renewed and 
existed after the lack. Therefore, it was said about its 
reward that, by it acting with its causes as it is appropriate 
for each branch and fruit to do with its roots, the fruits that 
are named (.) will be sustained in it. And it was said about 
the earth that it is a distant cause as well, as it was said: 
“Then the Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, 
and man became a living soul” (Genesis 2:7). The earth is 
the place of the impregnation and it is the navel for the 
entire connection. And in it, the entire public acts in the 
likeness of the spirit of speech. This is the secret of He. 
‘He’Alef (8"N = 6) — also ‘five’ (N’WNN = 353) in 
Gematria, [=] ‘the secret of the impregnation’ ( TD 
V2yn). And when you connect the ten Sefirot in their 
order together, the generality of all of them will equal the 
number of ‘the earth’ (N”’NTNN = 55). And they are all 
‘five and fifty’ (D”vAM A”wNAN = 757), and this is the 
secret of our saying, “‘All’ (22 = 55) shall give thanks to 
You”, in the prayer of Shabbat And the Name of AHY”H 
(I will be) was sealed on everything, for its secret is one 
times five and ten times five, which are fifty. Thus, [=] ‘all’ 
(9"9n) is five and fifty. Their hint is: “Behold, unto the 
Lord your God belongs the heaven, and the heaven of 
heavens” (Deuteronomy 10:14). 


Yud is against He. Do not covet against the liver. The 
Midda of the one who covets that which is not his testifies 
about him that he is strong in the Midda of misery, and the 
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miserable does not respect himself. So, how can he honor 
his father and mother? If so, behold, all are branches 
abounded from the roots — this from that — and generosity 
is a Middah that is abounded from trusting God: “But he 
that trusts in the Lord, mercy shall compass him about” 
(Psalm 32:10). For the Middah of Chesed is a great 
Middah, as it was said: “For great is Your mercy toward 
me” (Psalm 86:13). And it surrounds and turns the heart of 
those that trust in the Lord. And from there, the Middah of 
generosity flows from its source. And from the Middah of 
generosity, the Middah of satisfaction flows, which is the 
Middah of wealth. The rich who is happy with his lot does 
not covet that which is in the hand of his fellowmen. And 
with this, he honors his parents, for he shows that his 
procreators were complete and that he came into existence 
from complete roots. For the honor of the actions will be 
revealed from his good action. Therefore, the existence, 
which is entirely good, comes from the good name. And it 
was already said: “When I behold Your heavens, the work 
of Your fingers” (Psalm 8:4). The relation of the haven is 
with the ten Sefirot, And he said that they made them — 
ie. arranged them in their correct order. That which was 
called sky in which there is righteousness shows that the 
sky is the Wheel that surrounds all, and the Divine 
Presence that is called righteousness abides in it. It ascends 
and descends until it abides in the midst of the earth in the 
abode of the desert and in the Temple of Jerusalem. When 
the Divine Presence departs Jerusalem, as it was said — 
“Righteousness lodged in her, but now murderers” (Isaiah 
1:21) - their secret reveals Mars — Yud departed 
Jerusalem. It was concealed from the Writings and it was 
seen in the uttering, showing that, even though the bodies 
are not kept, the spirits are keept — and all the more so 
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their intellects. Behold, the generality of these ten Sefirotis: 
ABGDHWZCATY. 

They will testify about the holy Name, for their number is 
AD’N ("7% = 55) in general, and their self is Yud. Thus, 
the Name of Adonay ("YT = 65) is interpreted from 
them. This is the secret of our entire prayer today in the 
borders/exile. The Names of the Sefirot in them are [as it 
follows]. 


Thought Wisdom Intellect 2 
Ee 

Mercy Fear Truth 8 
i] 

is 

8 


Eternity Splendor Foundation 


Behold, ‘the ten Names’ (N4inwn AMWY = 1326) are 
[=] ‘ten Sefirof (N’/NVOD WY) in Gematria and in the 
matter, and they are [=] ‘ten thoughts’ (N“2wWNN 7’vy) 
in Gematria and in the matter as weil, for all are ascribed 
‘in one Name’ (N’NN D”Y2 = 751). And all of them are 
thoughts that praise the root and bond everything. As all of 
them were included in one that is the first, so they were 
included in the tenth, which is the last, whose name is 
Divine Presence. If you count all in the square calculation, 
you will find them equal to ‘Divine Presence’ (N’YIW = 
385). This is the secret of [=] ‘the number’ (1”90/N) and 
the Name of God, hinted in “But Moses drew near unto 
the [=] ‘thick darkness’ (9”81»n) where God was” 
(Exodus 20:17). And the sky is the superior [=] 
‘firmament’ (YPN). Behold, it was said about the sky 
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that the High and Lofty abides upon it. And it was not said 
that He abides in it, but it was said that He rides it: “Extol 
Him that rides upon the skies, whose Name is the Lord” 
(Psalm 68:5). And it was said: “You Throne of Glory, on 
high from the beginning, you place of our sanctuary” 
(Psalm 17:12) — a hint ‘from the first’ (WN = 597) 
[=] ‘High and Lofty’ (X”wN) 0"). “Behold there is a place 
by Me, and you shall stand upon the rock” (Exodus 33:21). 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob brought ‘the Divine Presence’ 
(A”PIWN = 390) down from sky to sky, until Moses came 
and brought her down to earth. “On behalf of truth and 
meekness and righteousness” (Psalm 45:5),;“Justice, justice 
shall you follow, that you may live, and inherit the land” 
(Deuteronomy 16:20). The number of Zain (7) times Yud 
(10) is Ayin (70). The number of Zain (7) times the 
generality summed up from all of them is ‘abundance’ 
(N”4W = 385). Sum them up, and you will achieve from 
this and from that ‘the secret of the firmament’ ( 1/0 
y™pin = 455), which is ‘the surrounding abundance’ 
(2”210N y”owN = 530), ‘the hour’ (N”’ywWA = 380) ‘in 
half the Name’ (D”wn 9”¥n2a = 455). And the beginning 
and the end of the 7orah were included in it, ‘in the 
beginning’ (N’/WNI2 = 913) with ‘Israel’ (O’RIW) = 
541), whose Name is Y’H. For it is appropriate for the 
Torah to be written like this. The hint at them is: “Now 
these are the names of the sons of Israel, who came into 
Egypt (NA DRI ONWW? 12 mnW nN)” 
(Exodus 1:1). Their combined acronym is ‘whose Name is 
the Lord’ ("nw 72), and their combined word ending is 
‘the psalms’ (Q”9nnn). And the combined midst of their 
words is ‘High and Lofty, the Creator of the nobles’ ( 0 
DLN NIT NWN). 
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You should know that, when you count seven times 
‘Divine Presence’ (1122 = 385), whose secret is [=] ‘the 
firmament’ (»)171) against the seven firmaments, you will 
find that their sum is ‘Divine Presence in the west’ (1”179U 
2 yn2 = 699). The first Betis for the use and the last is 
the thousands, and their generality is ‘four living creatures’ 
(nn Yy”aIN = 697). And behold, they are included in 
[=] ‘circumcision’ (1% 172), and it is [=] ‘a letter/sign 
converting’ (797 1X) [=] ‘the heaven and the earth’ 
(pox D”nwn). For it treasures all the powers in 
general. When you consider the Aziut of the Sefirot 
appropriately and you find their matters in the fingers of 
the hands, you will understand the straight combination 
among them and that their general potential will be called 
‘use’, since the use is ascribed to the hands. Their end is 
also divided into two kinds — a kind spoken in them, which 
is not equal in the essence/object to them, but it will not be 
separated from them. And it is from their surplus, which is 
their increased abundance. For they are an essence/object 
that does not feel by itself, but it feels through flesh and 
blood. But the tendons tie everything, for they are the wires 
— some thick and hard, and some thin and soft. They were 
already separated by names and called strings, arteries, 
nerves, and so on, and all is for the matter. The humors are 
as rivers, to water the thirsty and satiate them until they will 
stand properly. Every time, the keeping of the brilliance of 
the Divine Presence will be in them, to lead each thing 
without dispute. Indeed, ‘flesh and blood’ (0"1) Ww = 
552), which are ‘the angels of death’ (NNN 79X90), are 
names for that which is alive, growing from the fingers, and 
surrounding their inner concealed  essences/objects. 
Behold, another remainder is abounded from the 
essence/object of the external [thing], and it is a growing 
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thing without life. And this essence/object always changes 
its details. An accident that will change its essence/object 
will rarely occur to it. But if the body of the finger is 
lacking, there is no way to convert it, and another will not 
grow in its place. The secret of their saying is hinted in the 
remainder: “Three things were said about the fingernails: 
The pious one burns them, the righteous buries them, and 
the wicked throws them away”. Behold, you will 
understand the truth of their saying that the instruments of 
holiness are hoarded, the instruments of the precepts are 
thrown away, and the instruments of kingship are burned. 
The burial is the hoarding, and the secret of the sacrifice is 
in the kingship, for it is for the Divine Presence. We have 
already said that the pious one is wise and righteous, and 
the hoarding in general is about concealing, but it is not an 
immediate change of shape. But the burning is about an 
immediate change of shape. Throwing away is about the 
disgrace of the owner of the thrown thing, which is called 
his instrument. The pious one uses the remainder of the 
abundances abounded from the ten Sefirof, and it is that 
he uses it with wisdom and with righteousness. He neither 
adds to the line of straightness, nor subtracts’ from the 
appropriate statute. He burns the remainder after he no 
longer requires it and helps to conceal its shape, so that it 
will not be said that it was created in vain. For, because of 
this, the heat exists in fire, from the side of it burning in 
nature, to help its friends with the change of shape and 
their quick exchange. For it was already interpreted in a 
token that the particular being is the cause of the particular 
lack, and the particular lack is the cause of the particular 
being. The beginnings of nature are three — the matter, the 
shape, and the lack that is connected to the particular 
matter that exists because of the shape, for it always 
changes its shapes by undressing a shape and dressing in 
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another. The righteous, whose works are good — but he 
did not grow wise and has no power to lead the vessels — 
uses them with wisdom and awakens in his goodness.to 
hoard them, for he is ashamed of them. All the more, he 
sees them filled with filth. And their smell is foul, for in their 
midst the entire external silt gathers. This entire matter will 
be understood from the judgments of the Nefashot The 
wicked, whose deeds are evil, has no wisdom, and his spirit 
does not awaken him to keep in this matter. of the 
remainder of that which he used. For, after he uses it, he 
throws it away by accident to any side, and he despises the 
vessels that were borrowed to him to fulfill his desire. And it 
is as if he would show with his action that he despises the 
one who borrowed them to him, and he does not keep 
them as if they were given to him, in his opinion, by 
whoever they were given, which is in vain. The judgment 
of this [person] is the judgment of the entire body in its 
generality, when the matter of its essence will be 
understood — and that it is a part among the parts of the 
remainder of the abundance, which is abounded from the 
connection of the two Seffrot called ‘bride and groom’ 
(n%2n) Yn = 529), which are [=] ‘the landlords’ 
(n”2n 794) in Gematria and in the matter. And they are 
also [=] ‘those that have lust’ ("NNN ”>y2). Behold, 
‘recall’ (13% = 233) with ‘keep’ (11NW = 546) are two 
loyal witnesses upon which the revolution of the shapes 
that ‘cause to forget (N”INIWNN = 774) [=] ‘the power of 
the Names’ (n4%nwn nD) depends, and with the 
revolution of the Shabbat the ‘remainder of the Neshamat’ 
(Ayr? "NWI = 1010) will revolve. And it is Yud (1) = 
20), which is the ‘tenth’ (N’”"7wy = 990) for the Sefirot. 


Indeed, it should be understood and learned from the 
origin of a thing that man can adhere to each Sefirah from 
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the side of the essence of the abundance that is abounded 
from its A@ilut on his Sefirot which are his ten Middot 
And they are A’*GAH'ZT’ (UVR) with BD WCh’Y’ 
(’n’Y'7'3). Seclusion/isolation is needed for the 
achievement, until the intellectual kabbalist will achieve 
from them an abundance that is known to him. And this is 
because the written letters are the torsos, those uttered 
ones ate spiritual, those thought ones are intellectual, and 
those delegated ones are divine. [And] it.is known that by 
studying the spiritual will cause the physical to move. And 
with its increase, the study will remain in the mouths, be 
recalled, and not forgotten, for it is carved as the shape that 
is carved in the seal. For it gives the shape in the matter 
that is ready and appropriate for it, to sustain it with the 
reception of its shape. With consideration, those thought 
ones will cause the spiritual ones to move. And with its 
increase and strengthening, the consideration will be kept 
in the hearts without any forgetfulness, for it is strong and 
very sustained as a seal within a seal. And the letters 
thought in the heart return to be as the engravings of a seal 
in an eternal camp of their liveliness. With the preclusion 
that prepares the power of the bride to receive the 
abundance from the power of the groom, the divine ones 
will cause the intellectual ones to move. And with the 
persistence of the seclusion, its increase and strengthening, 
his great desire and strong yearning, and the force of his 
craving to achieve the adhesion and the kiss, the power of 
the bride and her Name and self will be recalled for good 
and always kept, for they were acquitted with their 
judgment. The separated ones will connect and the 
connected ones will separate. Existence will invert, and it 
will be inferred from this that every branch returns to. its 
root and adheres to it, while every spiritual [thing will 
return] to its Nefesh and be tied with it. And the abode will 
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be one. “And the Lord shall be King over all the earth; in 
that day shall the Lord be ‘One’ (T’N® = 13) and His 
Name one” (Zechariah 14:9). And if your heart does this in 
the order of the Sefirot and the sequence of the twenty-two 
letters, “And join them for you one to another into one 
stick, that they may become one in your hand” (Ezekiel 
37:17). ‘Spread out’ (NOUN = 717) ‘in the Mikra’ 
(x pNa = 343) is ‘a flying hawk’ (4”y p"2 7" = 302); “it 
will reveal your secret’ (71D 917 = 133): “And you shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your might” (Deuteronomy 6:5). 


This is what I saw fit to add in the first matter in order to 
open your heart and give you the key through which the 
gates of the superior and prophetic grace, mercy, and 
compassion can be opened, so that you will be able to 
enter the chambers of separation, which are called the 
chambers of Kabbalah, because of the reception of the 
divine and superior abundance. Know that, after giving the 
writings and booklets to the disciple recalled in the 
beginning of this matter who departed this place through 
the sea and went to somewhere close to the island of Crete, 
the wind changed again and the ship returned back. And 
his spirit also changed with the inversion of the wind of the 
ship. He turned back from his first opinion and descended 
from the superior rung to the lower one. And I saw him 
perplexed according to his final thought concerning the 
essences of belief: “And afterwards she bore a daughter, 
and called her name ‘Dinah’ (n"2"T = 69)” (Genesis 
30:21). 


1 took the writings from his hand and added to them a 
little, and Rabbi Yaakov Sarkozi told me that he sent you 
the Book of Animals. And also the other [disciple] lacks 
[the parts] that are in the Part 2 of Midrash Ha-Chochmah, 
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and he is not in this town. Now, I send you this little 
[paper] with the writings and the booklet that were written 
in the beginning, and I did not change a thing in it, but I let 
it be as it was-in peaceful ways. If you see fit to step in the 
way of Kabbalah and you desire it and its virtue, do not be 
scared from the opinions of “A seed of evil-doers, children 
that deal corruptly, they have forsaken the Lord, they have 
contemned the Holy One of Israel, they are turned away 
backward” (Isaiah 1:4). For I do not say that you should 
believe by accident that which you receive from me either 
in writing or by mouth. For it was already said: “The 
thoughtless believes every word, but the prudent man looks 
well to his going” (Proverbs 14:15). And the belief was 
recalled about the thoughtless, for he is tempted by any 
tempting thing. And discernment concerns the prudent 
man who considers the approval of the thing, until the 
kabbalistic matter about which he heard and in which he 
believed will be confirmed to him through the power of his 
discernment. And then, he will be a believer and 
understand that which he believed to be the truth without 
doubt. Indeed, because these matters in their beginning are 
in the essence of being foreign by whoever hears them in 
nature, and the lie is revealed in them and the truth is 
concealed, they should be delivered to any receiving 
[person] only mouth to mouth (face to face) and in private, 
if the receiver is wise and understanding. Then, he is 
delivered the chapter headings with the preparation of the 
known Middot The fear of Heaven is upon all of them, for 
it is the root and the essence of all the good and right 
Middot, as it was said in the Drash: “And the stability of 
your times shall be a hoard of salvation — wisdom and 
knowledge, and the fear of the Lord, which is His treasure” 
(Isaiah 33:6). The “Stability” is the order of seeds; “Your 
times” is the order of seasons; “Hoard” is the order of 
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women; “Salvation” is the order of pests; “Wisdom” is the 
order of the holy [things]; “Knowledge” is the order of 
purification. And nevertheless, [we find] “The fear of the 
Lord, which is His treasure” (ibid.). And behold, our sages 
of blessed memory showed us that the Midrash is not the 
essence, but rather the deed. Likewise, it was written: “The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, a good 
understanding have all they that do His commandments. 
His praise endures forever” (Psalm 111:10). And those of 
blessed memory explained that it was not said, “They that 
study”, but “They that do”. It was said: “The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise 
wisdom and discipline” (Proverbs 1:7). Nevertheless, it was 
further said: “The work does not bring one to study, but 
the study brings one to work. From all these sides, the one 
who wishes to come to the Temple and enter its innermost 
[part], in order to be sanctified with the holiness of the 
great priest, study, and teach, should keep and do until his 
Middot and speech will be completed. And then, he should 
seclude/isolate himself in order to receive the prophetic 
abundance from the mouth of the Gevurah. 


Completed with the help of the Almighty 
Who said to His world: Enough! 
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